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Meet us at the intersection of capital and innovation: goodwinlaw.com

Patent Savvy Executive:  
Patent Applications

There are various types of patent applications but there are three categories that 
most patents fall within: Utility, Design and Plant. Familiarize yourself with each 
before exploring the nuances behind provisional, non-provisional, continuations and 
divisional applications, among other factors.

Access our Patent Savvy Executive hub at www.goodwinlaw.com/patentsavvyexec  
for more tips and tricks, or to connect with one of our patent professionals.

Utility: 
Covers new or useful 

process, machine, 
manufacture or 

composition of material 
or any new and useful 
improvement thereof. 

Design:  
Covers the 

look, feel and 
appearance of 
certain objects 
and designs.

Plant: 
Any new variety 
of plant that can 

be produced 
asexually.

Types of 
Patent Applications
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