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Patent Savvy Executive:  
Timelines and Key Dates

Whether you are a founder, executive or general counsel, knowing key milestones 
in a patent’s lifecycle will help you make strategic decisions and secure intellectual 
property rights.

Access our Patent Savvy Executive hub at www.goodwinlaw.com/patentsavvyexec  
for more tips and tricks, or to connect with one of our patent professionals.

The application process usually starts with the filing of a 
provisional application – a placeholder application that is 
never examined or published. But within one year, at that 
12-month mark, you have to decide if you want to convert 
it to a full-blown patent application or let it die.”
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